
Frederick Koeppel “Bigger Than Your Head” Blogger:

“Excellent”

2005 Cabernet Sauvignon
“...youʼll detect notes of cedar-infused, spiced and macerated black currants and dried 
black cherries with an under-tone of plum. Burgeoning through that scope, however, will be 
elements of briers and brambles, forest floor and graphite-like minerality, walnut-shell and 
new leather. Slowly, slowly, the wine offers touches of mint, lavender and licorice, tobacco 
and lead pencil, black olive, dried thyme and a bit of rosemaryʼs slightly heady resiny 
quality. Plums and mulberries seep into this sharply etched profile that delves as deeply 
into the wineʼs measureless expanse as the roots in the vineyard penetrate into the 
mountainside, while the finish is tenaciously dense, granitic and brooding. 14.2 percent 
alcohol. Production was 1,459 cases. Best from 2012 or ʼ14 through 2018 to ʼ20. Excellent. 
About $45.” 

July 4, 2011
“Old-School California Cabernet, XIII: Smith-Madrone”
http://biggerthanyourhead.net/2011/07/04/old-school-california-cabernet-xiii-smith-madrone/
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