
In The New York Times, Eric Asimov writes about wines to enjoy in 2026: Smith-Madrone Cabernet 
Sauvignon is one of three Napa Cabs recommended.

The 10 Wines You Should Be Drinking in 2026

THE POUR  by Eric Asimov, January 5, 2026
 …I have picked 10 wine genres here that I feel have either 
been arbitrarily dismissed or have evaporated from 
consciousness. I’ve recommended a few bottles to try, in 
several different price ranges, though some, like Napa 
Valley cabernet sauvignon and Sauternes, do not have 
inexpensive options. Some of these wines have been the 
victims of stereotypes. ...

Napa Cabernet

No way around it, good Napa Valley cabernet sauvignon is 
expensive. And that’s only part of the problem. As with 
Bordeaux, many reject the wines as old-fashioned, 
overblown or simply dull. As far as I’m concerned, good 
cabernet is never out of fashion, and while the overblown 
style is still common, many restrained examples are out 
there. Napa cabernet will generally be riper and fruitier 
than Bordeaux, but not by too much. It should also be savory 
and refreshing, and with sufficient age, it will soften and 
gain a lovely complexity.

Bottles to Try $60 to $80, Frog’s Leap Napa Valley Estate 
Grown Cabernet Sauvignon; Smith-Madrone Spring 
Mountain District, Cabernet Sauvignon; $80 to $100, 
Matthiasson Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon.
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